
City of Independence 
Heritage Commission Meeting Minutes 

 
Meeting Date:  January 7, 2014 
 
Location:  Council Chambers, City Hall 
 
Commissioners Present: Mike Calvert, Steve Campbell, Audrey Elder, Cody Fann, Diane 

Reuter, Sam Rushay, Duane Stephens, Liana Twente and Larry 
Villalva 

 
Commissioners Absent:  None 
 
Staff:   Wendy Shay, Historic Preservation Manager  
 
I.   AGENDA   
 

It was moved by Mr. Fann, seconded by Mr. Stephens and approved 9-0 to accept the 
agenda.   
 

II.  MINUTES 
 

Mr. Rushay asked that the fifth paragraph on page three be corrected to read “the” rather than 
“te” from the minutes of November 7, 2013. 
 
With that correction noted, it was moved by Ms. Twente, seconded by Ms. Reuter and 
approved 9-0 to accept the meeting minutes of November 7, 2013. 

III. DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS 

A. Review of 2014 Goals & Objectives 

The Commission was asked to develop goals and objectives for the new calendar year.  

Ms. Elder stated that public relations and more community involvement should be a 
Commission priority. 

Chair Calvert requested a quarterly update from Tom Scannell, Acting Community 

Development Director.  

Mr. Rushay asked the type of information sought from Mr. Scannell.  

Chair Calvert asked for updates from the Community Development Director on the issues 
discussed at their meeting (refer to III.B. of the agenda) including work being done 
without permits and updating current permit applications to request information on the 
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scope of work and whether demolition is involved. Owner information should also be 
included on permit applications as a means to follow up when work is incorrectly done.   

Ms. Shay stated that she is attempting to open up lines of communication more with the 
McCoy neighborhood and other historic neighborhoods.  

Chair Calvert asked if a Commissioner could attend Council District meetings as a way to 
introduce themselves to the public throughout the city.  

Ms. Shay stated that she would follow up on this request.  

Ms. Reuter inquired about the status of the Celebrating a Century plaque program.   

Ms. Shay stated that funding for the program is no longer available but that anyone 
interested in purchasing a plaque can do so.  

Chair Calvert asked if funding and promotion can be considered for this next fiscal year.  

Ms. Reuter asked if presentation of a plaque could be made into an event.  

Ms. Shay stated that it could be.   
 

B. Overview and discussion of Community Development & Heritage Commission 
meeting 
 
Chair Calvert and Ms. Elder provided an overview of the meeting they had with Tom 
Scannell, Acting Community Development Director.  
 
After hearing about the status of several issues such as permit routing, fines for work 
without permits, and pending computer system upgrades, the Commission requested that 
a quarterly update be presented.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that she would relay this request to Mr. Scannell and that she would be 
happy to make these quarterly presentations.  
 
Mr. Rushay asked if the National Register status for the Drumm Farm could be revoked.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) would not revise the 
Drumm Farm’s status unless tax credits were used on the property that was demolished. 
Since Swinney Hall was not affected by the demolition, the status would not be altered.  
 
Mr. Rushay and Mr. Campbell expressed their concerns about demolitions without 
approvals.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that Mr. Scannell also expressed his concern as permits were also 
circumvented. He is pursuing all avenues to curb and discourage this from regularly 
occurring. Options include changing the status of licensing and increasing fees.    
 
Chair Calvert also stated that tracking permits more efficiently should help as well.  
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C. Update of Heritage Commission By-laws 
 
Ms. Shay distributed the most recent by-laws adopted by the Commission. The 
Commission is asked to review the by-laws and make recommendations for updates at 
the March 2014 meeting.  
 

IV. REPORTS & COMMENTS 
 
A.  Public Comment 

 
No members of the public were present to comment.  

 
B.  Heritage Commission 

 
Mr. Villalva provided an update on the Wallace Home.  
 
Chair Calvert asked that staff follow up on the Civil War marker, Stop F originally 
installed at the fork of Crysler and Lexington. The marker was damaged by a car and has 
been stored in Public Works Maintenance since the accident. Chair Calvert would like to 
see it re-installed.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that she would follow up on the request.  
 
Mr. Villalva requested that the National Register plaque located in McCoy Park be 
removed in order to have it re-ordered with corrected dates.  
 
Ms. Shay stated that she would follow up on the request.  
 

C.  Staff  
 

Ms. Shay asked the Commissioners interested in volunteering for the Preservation Month 
Planning Committee to let her know. The first meeting will be scheduled in February.  
 
Mr. Rushay added that the centennial of World War I also provided opportunities for 
events in addition to the anniversary of the American Civil War for Preservation Month.  
 
Mr. Stephens added that First Presbyterian Church was celebrating an anniversary this 
year.  
 
Ms. Shay provided an update concerning the North Main Neighborhood survey. The first 
75 forms were submitted to the SHPO for review.  
 

V. ADJOURN 
 

  It was moved by Mr. Rushay, seconded by Mr. Fann, and approved 9-0 to adjourn.  


